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GLOSSARY 

VALUE DESCRIPTION 

M Mandatory 

C Conditional 

AN Alpha-Numeric 

N Numeric 

W/L Width/length 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDIFACT  
 DESADV D96.A 

 
 
 
 

 4 of 33 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The UNA segment defines the syntax characters used in the exchange file. 

 

Element M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
UNA Service string advice M 1  UNA:+.? ’ This string denotes the syntax 

elements: 

: = Element Separator 

+ = Segment tag Separator 

. = Decimal Separator(Does not require 
escaping when used on texts) 

? = Character Escape 

‘= Line end. 

 

 

 

Example: 

UNA:+. ? ´ 
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The UNB segment specifies the exchange sender and receiver, and technical data related to the exchange. 

Element M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
UNB Interchange header M 1    
 S001 Syntax-Identifier M     
 0001Syntax Identifier M 4 AN UNOC Constant denoting that message 

will be written in ISO 8859-1. 
 0002Syntax Version Number M 1 N 3 Constant that informs the Syntax 

version used. 
 S002 Interchange Sender M     
 0004Sender Identification M 35 AN 1111111111111 Sender’s Global Location Number 
 0007Partner Identification Code, 

Qualifier 
M 3 AN 14 Constant that indicates that the 

Sender Identification is I 
accordance to EAN International 

 S003 Interchange Recipient M     
 0010Recipient Identification M 35 AN 2222222222222 Receiver’s Global Location 

Number 
 0007Partner Identification Code, 

Qualifier 
M 3 AN 14 Constant that indicates that the 

Receiver Identification is I 
accordance to EAN International 

 S004 Date/Time Of Preparation M     
 0017Date Of Preparation M 6 YYMMDD 180709 Date of Message Preparation 
 0019Time Of Preparation M 4 HHMM 1008 Time of Message Preparation 
 0020 Data Exchange Reference M 14 AN 201833333333333 Unique Exchange Identifier 
 S005 Password Reference C 1   Not used 
 0022Recipient’s Reference/Password M 14 AN  Not used 
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Example: 

UNB+UNOC:3+1111111111111:14+2222222222222:14+180709:1008+20183333333333++++++1' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 0025Recipient’s Reference/Password 
Qualifier 

C 2 AN  Not used 

 0026 Processing Reference C 14 AN  Not used 
 0029 Processing Priority Code C 1 N  Not used 
 0031 Acknowledgement Request C 1 N  Not used 
 0032 Two Way Agreement C 35 AN  Not used 
 0035 Test Indicator C 1 N  1: Indicates that the Interchange 

has test data. Will not be filled for 
Production. 
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A UNH header initiates each message contained in the exchange. 

 
Example: 

UNH+11111111111111+DESADV:D:96A:UN' 

 

Element M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
UNH Message header M 1    

 0062 Message Reference Number M 14 AN 11111111111111 Message Identifier 
 S009 Message Qualifier M     
 0065Message Type Identifier M 6 AN DESADV Constant for Message Type 
 0052Message Type Version Number M 3 AN D Constant Version Number 
 0054Message Type Release Number M 3 AN 96A Constant for release number 

under the version number for the 
Message Type 

 0051Controlling Agency M 2 AN UN Constant identifying the agency 
controlling the Message Type 
Standard 

 0057Association Assigned Code C 6 AN  Not used 
 0068 Common Access Reference C 35 AN  Not used 
 S010 Status Of The Transfer C     
 0070Sequence Message Transfer 

Number 
M 2 N  Not used 

 0073First/Last Sequence Message 
Transfer Indication 

C 1 N  Not used 
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This segment contains the main document number. 
 

 

Example: 

BGM+351+999999999+9' 

 
  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
BGM Beginning of message M 1    

 C002 Document/Message Name C 1    
 1001Document/Message Name, 

Coded 
C 3 AN 351 Set the document type as 

Despatch Advice 
 1131Code List Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
 3055Code List Responsible Agency, 

Coded 
C 3 AN  Not used 

 1000Document/Message Name C 35 AN  Not used 
 1004 Document Number C 35 AN 999999999 Despatch Number 
 1225 Message Function, Coded C 3 AN 9 Constant meaning that this is the 

original message for this 
Despatch 

 4343 Response Type, Coded C 3 AN  Not used 
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The first DTM segment has the estimated delivery data. 

 
 

Example: 

DTM+11:20180719:102' 

 
  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
DTM Date/Time/Period M 1    

 C507 Date/Time/Period M 1    
 2005Date/Time/Period, Qualifier M 3 AN 11 Constant 11 implying that this 

segment has an Estimated 
Delivery date   

 2380Date/Time/Period C 35 AN 20180709 Date (YYYYMMDD) 
 2379Date/Time/Period, Format 

Qualifier 
C 3 AN 102 Constant that specifies the date 

format used on 2380 field. 
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The second DTM segment has the document date. 
 

 

Example: 

DTM+137:20180719:102' 

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
DTM Date/Time/Period M 1    

 C507 Date/Time/Period M 1    
 2005Date/Time/Period, Qualifier M 3 AN 137 Constant 137 implying that this 

segment has the Document Date 
 2380Date/Time/Period C 35 AN 20180709 Date (YYYYMMDD) 
 2379Date/Time/Period, Format 

Qualifier 
C 3 AN 102 Constant that specifies the date 

format used on 2380 field. 
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RFF segment contains the referenced document. 

 
Example: 

RFF+ON:2222222222' 

 
  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
RFF Reference M 10    
 C506 Identification of a Reference M 1    
 1153Reference Qualifier M 3 AN ON Fixed value meaning Order 

Number assigned by Buyer 
 1154Reference Number C 35 AN 2222222222 Order Number  
 1156Line Number C 6 AN  Not used 
 4000Reference Version Number C 35 AN  Not used 
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The first NAD segment is populated with Buyer’s information. 

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
NAD Name and address M 10    
 3035 Party Qualifier M 3 AN BY BY Constant to indicate this 

segment identifies a Buyer 
 C082 Party Identification C 1    
 3039Party Identification M 35 AN 9999999999999 Global Location Number of the 

Customer 
 1131Code List Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
 3055Code List Responsible Agency, 

Coded 
C 3 AN 9 

91 
9 to denote that Party 
Identification is a Global Location 
number. 
91 in case that the Party 
Identification is a Customer 
Number. 

 C058 Name And Address C 1   Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line M 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 C080 Party Name C 1   Segment for Party Name 
 3036Party Name Line M 35 AN Sample Name for 

Despatch Advice Cus 
Party Name line 1 

 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN tomer Company Ltd. Party Name line 2 
 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Party Name line 3 
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Please note: 

 If the customer’s Glocal Location Number information is not present in our system, it will be used our assigned customer 
number. 

 

Example: 

NAD+BY+2222222222222::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Cus:tomer Company Ltd.+Great Howard 
Street,51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK' 

 

 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Party Name line 4 
 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Party Name line 5 
 C059 Street C 1   Segment for Party Address 
 3042Street M 35 AN Great Howard Street, 51 Street and number/p.o. box line 

1 
 3042Street C 35 AN  Street and number/p.o. box line 

2 
 3042Street C 35 AN  Street and number/p.o. box line 

3 
 3042Street C 35 AN  Street and number/p.o. box line 

4 
 3164 City C 35 AN Liverpool City Name 
 3229 Region C 9 AN Merseyside Not used 
 3251 ZIP Code C 9 AN BT1111 ZIP Code Number 
 3207 Land Qualifier C 3 AN UK ISO 3166 2-Alpha code 
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The second NAD segment identifies partner that will receive the product. 

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
NAD Name and address M 10    
 3035 Party Qualifier M 3 AN DP DP Constant to indicate this 

segment identifies a Delivery 
Party 

 C082 Party Identification C 1    
 3039Party Identification M 35 AN 8888888888888 Global Location Number of the 

Customer 
 1131Code List Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
 3055Code List Responsible Agency, 

Coded 
C 3 AN 9 

91 
9 to denote that Party 
Identification is a Global Location 
number. 
91 in case that the Party 
Identification is a Customer 
Number. 

 C058 Name And Address C 1   Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line M 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 C080 Party Name C 1   Segment for Party Name 
 3036Party Name Line M 35 AN Sample Name for 

Despatch Advice Del 
Party Name line 1 

 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN ivery Party Company Ltd. Party Name line 2 
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Please note: 

 If the customer’s Glocal Location Number information is not present in our system, it will be used our assigned customer 
number. 

 

Example: 

NAD+DP+8888888888888::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Del:ivery Party Company Ltd.+Great Howard Street, 
51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK' 

 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Party Name line 3 
 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Party Name line 4 
 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Party Name line 5 
 C059 Street C 1   Segment for Party Address 
 3042Street M 35 AN Great Howard Street, 51 Street and number/p.o. box line 

1 
 3042Street C 35 AN  Street and number/p.o. box line 

2 
 3042Street C 35 AN  Street and number/p.o. box line 

3 
 3042Street C 35 AN  Street and number/p.o. box line 

4 
 3164 City C 35 AN Liverpool City Name 
 3229 Region C 9 AN Merseyside Not used 
 3251 ZIP Code C 9 AN BT1111 ZIP Code Number 
 3207 Land Qualifier C 3 AN UK ISO 3166 2-Alpha code 
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The third NAD segment has Supplier’s information. 

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
NAD Name and address M 10    
 3035 Party Qualifier M 3 AN SU SU Constant to indicate this 

segment identifies a Supplier 
 C082 Party Identification C 1    
 3039Party Identification M 35 AN 1111111111111 Global Location Number of the 

Customer 
 1131Code List Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
 3055Code List Responsible Agency, 

Coded 
C 3 AN 9  

 C058 Name And Address C 1   Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line M 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3124Name And Address Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 C080 Party Name C 1   Not used 
 3036Party Name Line M 35 AN  Not used 
 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 3036Party Name Line C 35 AN  Not used 
 C059 Street C 1   Not used 
 3042Street M 35 AN  Not used 
 3042Street C 35 AN  Not used 
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Example: 

NAD+SU+1111111111111::9' 

 3042Street C 35 AN  Not used 
 3042Street C 35 AN  Not used 
 3164 City C 35 AN  Not used 
 3229 Region C 9 AN  Not used 
 3251 ZIP Code C 9 AN  Not used 
 3207 Land Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
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The CPS segment indicates the packaging sequence of the consignment. Therefore, under any CPS segment, there may 
be a multitude of items. 

 
Example: 

CPS+1' 

 
  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
CPS Consigment Packing Sequence M 9999    
 7164 Hierarchical Id. Number M 12 AN 1 This field represents an item 

index. 
 7166 Hierarchical Parent Id. C 12 AN  Not used 
 7075 Packaging Level, Coded C 3 AN  Not used 
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Each item described in the Despatch Advice is related to a single LIN segment.be a multitude of items. 

Please note: 
 The C212 structure will be filled if our system data has the EAN code for such item, otherwise only the item number will 

be sent. 
Example: 

LIN+10++5555555555555:EN' 

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
LIN Line item M 9999    
 1082 Line Item Number C 6 N 10 Item number on Delivery 

Document 
 1229 Action Request/ Notification, 

Coded 
C 3 AN  Not used 

 C212 Item Number Identification C 1    
 7140Item Number C 35 AN 5555555555555 EAN number for the item 
 7143Item Number Type, Coded C 3 AN EN Constant EN implying that EAN 

code will be used. 
 1131Code List Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
 3055Code List Responsible Agency, 

Coded 
C 3 AN  Not used 

 C829 Sub-Line Information C 1    
 5495Sub-Line Indicator, Coded C 3 AN  Not used 
 7143Line Item Number C 6 N  Not used 
 1222 Configuration Level C 2 N  Not used 
 7083 Configuration, Coded C 3 AN  Not used 
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PIA segments add further information about the Despatch Advice item. The first PIA shall have the Supplier Article 
number. 

 
Please note: 

 At least one C212 structure is obligatory in this segment. 
Example: 

PIA+1+AA77777777:SA' 

 
  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
PIA Further Article identification C 10    
 4347 Product Id. Function Qualifier M 3 AN 1 Constant 1 meaning that this 

segment provides additional 
information on the item. 

 C212 Item Number Identification M* 5    
 7140Item Number C 35 AN AA77777777 Supplier article number 
 7143Item Number Type, Coded C 3 AN SA SA constant meaning that the 

number on 7140 field is the 
Supplier Article number. 

 1131Code List Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
 3055Code List Responsible Agency, 

Coded 
C 3 AN  Not used 
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PIA segments add further information about the Despatch Advice item. The second PIA shall have the Buyer’s part 
number. 

 
Please note: 

 At least one C212 structure is obligatory in this segment. 
Example: 

PIA+1+4444444:BP' 

 
  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
PIA Further Article identification C 10    
 4347 Product Id. Function Qualifier M 3 AN 1 Constant 1 meaning that this 

segment provides additional 
information on the item. 

 C212 Item Number Identification M* 5    
 7140Item Number C 35 AN 4444444 Supplier article number 
 7143Item Number Type, Coded C 3 AN BP SA constant meaning that the 

number on 7140 field is the 
Supplier Article number. 

 1131Code List Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
 3055Code List Responsible Agency, 

Coded 
C 3 AN  Not used 
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QTY segment informs the item quantity. 

 
Example: 

QTY+12:1:PCE' 

 
  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
QTY Quantity C 10    
 C186 Quantity M 1    
 6063Quantity Qualifier M 3 AN 12 Constant 12 meaning that this is 

the quantity dispatched. 
 6060Quantity M 15 N 1 6060 
 6411Measure Unit Qualifier C 3 AN PCE 6411 
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This segment specifies what is the document number and line item related to this item. 

 
Example: 

RFF+ON:2222222222:1' 

 
  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
RFF Duty/tax/fee information C 3    
 C506 Reference M 1    
 1153Reference Qualifier M 3 AN ON ON Constant meaning that the  

number is a Customer Order 
Number 

 1154Reference Number C 35 AN 2222222222 Customer Order Number 
 1156Line Number C 6 AN 1 Line item for this specific product 
 4000Reference Version Number C 35 AN  Not used 
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CNT segment shows a count of Item Lines in the document. 
 

Example: 

CNT+2:1' 

 

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
CNT Control Total C 1    
 C270 Control M 1    
 6069Control Qualifier M 3 AN 2 Constant 2 indicating that the 

6066 contains the total of line 
items in the document. 

 6066Control Value M 18 N 1 Total of Line Items in the 
document. 

 6411Measure Unit Qualifier C 3 AN  Not used 
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Trailer of a document. For each UNH segment starting a document there is an UNT segment to end it. 

 
Example: 

UNT+16+11111111111111' 

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
UNT Message trailer C 1    
 0074 Number of Segments in the 

Message 
M 6 N 16 Count of all segment present in 

the document ended by this UNT 
trailer. 

 0062 Message Reference Number M 14 AN 1 The message reference number is 
the same informed on field 0062 
at UNH header. 
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The UNZ segment is the interchange trailer, a control segment that indicates that the interchange has ended. 
 

Example: 

UNZ+1+201833333333333' 

  

Element  M/C W/L Format Content Description/Remarks 
UNZ Interchange trailer M 1    
 0063 Interchange Control Count M 3 AN 1 Number of messages within an 

interchange 
 0020 Interchange Control Reference M 14 AN 201833333333333 This field value must be identical 

to the 0020 field in UNB segment 
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Single Message with one item: 
UNA:+.? ' 

UNB+UNOC:3+1111111111111:14+2222222222222:14+180709:1008+20183333333333++++++1' 

UNH+11111111111111+DESADV:D:96A:UN' 

BGM+351+999999999+9' 

DTM+11:20180719:102' 

DTM+137:20180709:102' 

RFF+ON:2222222222' 

NAD+BY+2222222222222::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Cus:tomer Company Ltd.+Great Howard 
Street,51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK'  

NAD+DP+8888888888888::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Del:ivery Party Company Ltd.+Great Howard Street, 
51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK' 

NAD+SU+1111111111111::9' 

CPS+1' 

LIN+10++5555555555555:EN' 

PIA+1+AA77777777:SA' 

PIA+1+4444444:BP' 

QTY+12:1:PCE' 

RFF+ON:2222222222:1' 

CNT+2:1' 
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UNT+16+11111111111111' 

UNZ+1+201833333333333' 
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Single Message with more than one item: 

UNA:+.? ' 

UNB+UNOC:3+1111111111111:14+2222222222222:14+180709:1008+20183333333333++++++1' 

UNH+11111111111111+DESADV:D:96A:UN' 

BGM+351+999999999+9' 

DTM+11:20180719:102' 

DTM+137:20180709:102' 

RFF+ON:2222222222' 

NAD+BY+2222222222222::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Cus:tomer Company Ltd.+Great Howard 
Street,51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK'  

NAD+DP+8888888888888::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Del:ivery Party Company Ltd.+Great Howard Street, 
51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK' 

NAD+SU+1111111111111::9' 

CPS+1' 

LIN+10++5555555555555:EN' 

PIA+1+AA77777777:SA' 

PIA+1+4444444:BP' 

QTY+12:1:PCE' 

RFF+ON:2222222222:1' 
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CPS+2' 

LIN+20++6666666666666:EN' 

PIA+1+AA88888888:SA' 

PIA+1+5555555:BP' 

QTY+12:3:PCE' 

RFF+ON:2222222222:2' 

CNT+2:2' 

UNT+22+11111111111111' 

UNZ+1+201833333333333' 

Other than the additional lines it is worth noting that CNT line now has a value of 2 on field 6066 since the 
document has 2 items. UNT line also changed since the document had 16 lines and now has 6 more because of 
the new item. 
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Composite Interchange with more than one document: 

UNA:+.? ' 

UNB+UNOC:3+1111111111111:14+2222222222222:14+180709:1008+20183333333333++++++1' 

UNH+11111111111111+DESADV:D:96A:UN' 

BGM+351+999999999+9' 

DTM+11:20180719:102' 

DTM+137:20180709:102' 

RFF+ON:2222222222' 

NAD+BY+2222222222222::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Cus:tomer Company Ltd.+Great Howard 
Street,51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK'  

NAD+DP+8888888888888::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Del:ivery Party Company Ltd.+Great Howard Street, 
51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK' 

NAD+SU+1111111111111::9' 

CPS+1' 

LIN+10++5555555555555:EN' 

PIA+1+AA77777777:SA' 

PIA+1+4444444:BP' 

QTY+12:1:PCE' 

RFF+ON:2222222222:1' 
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CNT+1:2' 

UNT+16+11111111111111' 

UNH+22222222222222+DESADV:D:96A:UN' 

BGM+351+888888888+9' 

DTM+11:20180719:102' 

DTM+137:20180709:102' 

RFF+ON:2222222222' 

NAD+BY+2222222222222::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Cus:tomer Company Ltd.+Great Howard Street, 
51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK'  

NAD+DP+8888888888888::9++Sample Name for Despatch Advice Del:ivery Party Company Ltd.+Great Howard Street, 
51+Liverpool+Merseyside+BT1111+UK' 

NAD+SU+1111111111111::9' 

CPS+1' 

LIN+10++6666666666666:EN' 

PIA+1+AA88888888:SA' 

PIA+1+5555555:BP' 

QTY+12:3:PCE' 

RFF+ON:2222222222:2' 

CNT+1:2' 

UNT+16+22222222222222' 

UNZ+2+201833333333333' 
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In this scenario it is noticeable that, aside from new document, in the Interchange Trailer, field 0063 the value is 2, 
meaning that there are two messages within this interchange. 

 


